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This, the last Newsletter from the 1957-58 season of the Joint Mippur 
Expedition, has been prepared by the Annual Professor of the Baghdad 
school, Albrecht Goetze. It evaluates briefly and succinctly some of 
the more significant results of the season's excavations in the Inanna 
temple, in the area west of the Ziggurat, and in a Specially selected 
test pit. As the reader will see, the season's excavations have beer 
nighly successful, and the importance of continuing the Joint Yippur 


txpedition for at least one more season, if at all practical and 
possible, is self-evident. 


Se. Ne Ke 


[he sixth season of the Joint Expedition to Nippur is over. ‘The act- 
ual digging on the mound stopped April 17th, the division of our 
finds took place in Afak on April 23rd, and after that the expedition 
gradually dispersed. The first to depart was James Knudstad, our 
young architect; he started on his way to Libya where he is to take 
nart in the Oriental Institute excavations at Ptolmais. Then George 
Dales, the fellow of the School left for Baghdad together with Donald 
Yansen, the former bound--in stages--for home, the latter to get 
ready for another expedition, namely to Sardis in Asia Minor. Carl 


Haines, the "deas mudir," and myself stayed to pack all the equip- 
ment which is now stored in our house on the mound. Then I, too, 
left with most of the personal luggage, Carl Haines following some 
days afterwards with the antiquities and the rest of our belongingse 
He will stay in Baghdad to bring to the States the objects and tab- 


lets allotted to the expedition, and to settle the remaining business 
affairs. 


{t is now time to assess the results of the season's work. ‘We have 
every reason to be satisfied with what was accomplished. Our main 
object was the temple of Inanna of which the last season (1955/56) 
had unearthed the northern third. The temple has now been completely 
axcavated down to the Early Dynastic level. The main levels we had 
previously discovered are naturally also present in the newly excava-~ 
ted southern parte Thus the plans of the Parthian temple, the Shulgi 
temple (ca. 2000 B.C.), and the Early Dynastic temple (cas 2800 BeCe) 
have now been recovered as far as possible. The magnitude of the 
achievement becomes clear when it is realized that over an area of 60 
by 65 meters debris to an average height of 8 meters was removeds To 
our great regret the Shulgi temple remained incomplete; the Parthians 
hed unfortunately destroyed its southernmost part with the . 
sanctuary when they prepared the platform on which to oh 
temple. They also destroyed everything above the Shulgi level. Thus 
of the Assyrian temple--except the northern front recorded last — 
only occasional wells and (for us important) broken fragments of Es- 
sarhaddonts building inscription remain. Numerous smaller pieces, 
Some funm carlier seasong, and now two virtually complete copies re- 
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stored from numerous fragments allow us to reconstruct the text. It 
“S particularly pertinent to observe that the excavated site, as the 
recovered inscriptions show, was sacred to the goddess Inanna from 
jJarly Dynastic times to the Assyrians at least, It seems a safe as- 
sumption that the Parthian temple still was devoted to the goddess, 
thatever her name may have been at that time, This means an unbroken 
iradition bridging three millennia. The inscriptions collected from 
she ruins belong to the archives of the Inanna temple and extend from 
she Early Dynastic period to Kassite times; the bulk is dated to the 
Chird Dynasty of Ur (around 2000 B.C.). When studied in detail they 
vill tell us a good deal about the organization of a Sumerian temple. 
of great importanfe are the literary tablets and fragments that are 
among the epigraphic harvest. They will enable us tc trace Sumerian 
Literary compositions, known to us from tablets written in 01d Baby- 
Lonian times, further back than had hitherto been possible. 






The techniqué of excavating makes it desirable to select an alternate 
site on which to employ your skilled workmen while rough work is going 
on at the primary site, The expedition chose the area west of the 
Ziggurat for such alternate digging. This operation yielded a tract 
of chapels counterbalancing the Enlil temple which lies east of the 
Ziggurat and which was the object of an earlier season's digging. 
Other smaller points concerning the history of the Enlil sanctuary-- 
known as E-kur in Sumerian times--were also clarified, This work was 
rewarded by the discovery of another foundation deposit of Ur-Nammu 
of Ur with a magnificent copper statuette, like those discovered dur- 
ing the fifth season. Our hope to find still another one (one to 

take home with us!) was unfortunately not realized, 




















During the closing weeks of the season we also tested what is lying 
buried underneath the Early Dynastic temple to which we had penetrat- 
ed, A test pit dug under the supervision of Don Hansen, with the 
assistance of George Dales, in one of the courtyards of the Inanna 
temple, showed that at this spot Early Dynastic II is represented by 
about four additional meters of debris. Underneath follow about four 
meters of Early Dynastic I, and still deeper down considerable layers 
of the Jamdat Nasr and Uruk periods. ‘Ubaid sherds were among the 
deepest finds. However, soon after 12 meters below the present sur- 
face, the water level was reached. 


The result of this test is important by itself and may prove valuable 
in the future, The greatest deterrent for digging at Nippur has al- 
ways been the fact that almost everywhere deep layers of debris over- 
lie the remnants of the earlier periods. The activities of the Joint 
Expedition during 1955/56 and during 1957/58 have now created a situ- 
ation where over a large plot of more than 60 by 100 meters the earl- 
ier phases of Sumerian civilization have become easily accessible, 
There can hardly be any doubt that underneath the main shrine of our 
Early Dynastic temple lie earlier shrines--quite likely a whole 
series of them--whith will make it possible to trace back the relig-" 
lous traditions of this sacred place into the fourth millennium B. C,. 
and perhaps even before. 


Albrecht Goetze 


